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X-Line Design / Chih-Chung Shen
Chih-Chung Shen, a renowned designer,
graduated in 1988 from Chelsea College
of Arts, University of the Arts London,
with a major in Interior and Spatial
Design. His exceptional talent has earned
him invitations to serve as a judge for
prestigious competitions, including the
Italian A'Design Award. He is also a
lecturer at universities in Taiwan.Over
his career, he has received more than
50 prestigious awards, including four
Gold TID Awards, the German IF Design
Award, the IDA Gold Award, the Red Dot
Award, GOOD Design, and the British
FX Award.

In an era of diverse design styles, Chih-
Chung Shen's unique approach to
aesthetics has established him as one of
the greatest designers.
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1. The project is located on the
upper floor of a high rise, with the
advantages of view and lighting as
two units were combined to present
a long-facing space. 2. Floor plan.
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3. The differences in materials between the flooring and the ceiling subtly delineate spatial boundaries while enhancing the sense of enclosure. 4. The
interior volumes are designed to be as lightweight as possible, eliminating any sense of heaviness that the structure might impose.
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5. The living room marble wall harmonizes majesty with elegance. 6. The interplay of different materials creates a profound texture and layers, and
demonstrates the meticulous thinking of the design team.

The " Harmonic Essence " project is situated on a higher floor of high rise apartment, It has great views and plenty of natural
light overlooking the cityscape. Designer Shen noted that the two originally independent units were merged into a spacious
longitudinal plan, becoming an exclusive fortress for a family of three. Confronted with the numerous limitations of the existing
structure and the scattered fragmentized layout, the team undertook a comprehensive approach, addressing aspects from
circulation planning, volume composition, and material detailing to gradually reshape the spatial order to create a residence
that embodies both functionality and emotional warmth.

Circulation preplanning

The design approach initially focused on the integration of the entry circulation, establishing a sensible and smooth path based
on the habits of the residents. The vestibule is sleek and spacious, while the feature wall with rugged textured, deep-toned
stone finishes attracts attention. Through lightweight volume design and precise mastery of proportions, the interior breaks the
boundaries of established patterns, allowing light and vision to flow freely to release constraints within a limited area, depicting
a scene of comfort and freedom.

Considering the floor plan’s somewhat limited spatial depth, the design theme particularly emphasizes the extension of the
visual perspective. Taking the living room and study as examples, the transparent glass paired with finely crafted iron door
frames forms a movable folding panels that subtly delineates the spatial boundaries. Not only does it retain permeability, but it
also maintains an interaction allowing parents to attend child activities while working.
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Designer Shen further explained that the design technique utilizes horizontal and vertical lines to construct orderly guidelines.
From the ceiling plane to the elevations of the cabinet design, the alignment of the lines enhances the sense of extension within
the space, elongating the proportion perceptions, while naturally guiding the movement of the residents, seamlessly connecting
various living scenarios.

Interpreting the warmth of a home through materials During the design process, the hostess emphasized her deep appreciation
for the expression of emotions and the creation of atmosphere. The selection of finishes is not solely an exhibition of style,
rather, it aims to highlight the inclusiveness and openness of the dwelling. The space is primarily interwoven with different
materials, creating a delicate and harmonious character. Special paint and marble finishes contribute to the discreet elegance.
The strategically placed metal accessories appropriately convey a modern and refined aesthetic, while the warmth of the wood
elements evokes a sense of belonging, infusing a gentle touch. The interplay of cold and warm, merges harmoniously, creating
an atmosphere of understated luxury and elegance. With light and shadow changing in harmony with the passage of time, the
expression of the space is synchronous with the rhythm of life, thus creating a unique sensory experience. Most of the furniture
consists of imported brands, highlighting the owner's pursuit of taste. The design mainly adopts rounded shapes, enhancing
the overall harmonious layers. The exquisite elements of leather and fabric composition construct rich details and a contrasting
tension.
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1. The design team is well-versed in the techniques of combining
different materials, so they reflected on the project finishes selection
with a rich array of materials to create a harmonious layering effect. 2.
Special paints and marble provide a subdued and calming backdrop for
the space. 3. Elements such as iron, glass, and fabric serve to add the
finishing touch, enhancing the residence's warm and generous essence.
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1. Combining two independent units, the existing beams, columns, and
other systems must be properly integrated. 2. The definition of circulation
is a primary focus, with the plan layout designed according to the habits
of the residents. 3. The dedicated study den is reserved for the owner
who enjoy reading. 4. Due to the slightly constrained depth of the interior
space, the design particularly emphasizes extensibility.




The design of the daughter's room closely
aligns with her preferences, featuring warm
and gentle tones that create a cozy and
protected environment. The arrangement
of flexible furniture provides adaptability for
her future growth stages, allowing the room
to be adjusted as needed. The master suite
designed in accordance with the habits
of both spouses, incorporates exclusive
dual dressing rooms. This ensures privacy
while also allowing for intimate shared
communication. The wife’'s dressing room
is finished with stretch fabric panels, with a
special selection of glittering materials that
correspond to the elegant and intellectual
temperament of the lady of the house. In
order to blur the boundaries of different
rooms, patterned glass facilitates the gently
permeating of light and shadow, revealing the graceful posture of the space in a state of haze.

Through meticulous design techniques and the precise use of materials, every corner of the project embodies the warmth of
home, responding to the lifestyles and emotional projections of the inhabitants. From public areas to private spaces, every
transition tells a story of home, achieving the ideal residence to which this family of three aspires.
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7. This project emphasizes the application of horizontal and vertical lines, resulting in a well-organized composition. 8. The furniture predominantly
features subtle rounded shapes, and the semi-floating design of the dining chairs adds to the overall lightness of the visual aesthetic. 9. The

delicate ironwork and glass-constructed folding doors ensure transparency and the passage of light. 10. The study and public areas are seamlessly
connected by lightweight iron elements, maintaining interaction amongst family members.
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11. The daughter's room is finished with a subtle color scheme to create a soothing atmosphere. 12. The powder room. 13. The translucent quality of
the glass partition creates an elusive and flowing atmosphere. 14. The master bedroom exudes a calm tone, abjuring complex decorations to return
to its pure essence. 15. The dressing room is designed as a bi-directional independent space to accommodate the different use scenarios of the
couple. 16. The dressing room is adorned with fabric that shimmers subtly with a golden hue, complementing the gentle temperament of the lady of
the house.






