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52 Bt &|1 =5 =7 tAB1E S1E Designers | Nic Lee, Kelly Huang, Sherry Hu, Una Tang

i 52 &1 YHLAA/ =58 Photographer| YHLAA / Yi-Hsien Lee

ZERGIEEE ) (E=E Category ] Residence

AASENTE | & Location | Taiwan

FEAR ) BRI « AR ARNEI AN ~ TEIEAR ~ 2258 ~ R - Materials | Oak flooring, natural straight-grain white oak, galvanized sheet,
R EE K= AIET black iron, stainless steel, Versailles beige marble

[i=1] &1 40 1T Size | 132.2m?
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Waterfrom Design / Nic Lee

"The shape of water is determined by
the container. It adapts to changes
in the environment with boundless
imagination.” Upholding the original
intent of design to be like water, pure,
organic, and versatile. The Waterfrom
team excels in approaching the
core values of design from various
professional perspectives.

They have received various prestigious
international design awards such as
the Frame Award Jury Grand Prize, the
APIDA Asia Pacific Interior Design Gold
Award, the DFA Asia's Most Influential
Silver Award, the Real Estate Design
Gold Award, the German iF Design
Award, the National Golden Pin Design
Award, and the TID Award. Furthermore,
in 2018, it was selected by the American
publication INTERIOR DESIGN as one
of the 40 emerging design firms globally.
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1. The project serves as a
transitional place that connects the
countryside with urban life, with
a focus on the design of public
spaces. 2. Floor plan.
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3. The warm, natural textures of oak and marble soften the rigidity of metal, creating a balanced atmosphere that embraces both rationality and
sensibility. 4. The mesh metal steel plate serves as a visual filter, subtly revealing the layered images within the cabinet.
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The transformation of the city resembles the receding tides, continually driving the
changes in the external environment. For the owner who perpetually travels among
urban locales, there was a strong desire to create a space that accommodates daily
fluctuations while maintaining an intrinsic balance. Designer Lee stated that the
owner is passionate about outdoor activities, viewing the wilderness as a free space
for relaxation and rejuvenation. The city serves as a place for preparing and settling
his mind. In order to create a seamless transitional hub, he sought out this home
located in the heart of Taipei to adjust his mental and physical rhythm.

Living freely

The floor plan featured a longitudinal layout and was constrained by the position
of entrance, leading to potential overlap and infiltration between public and private
domains. The design team thus established a spatial order that was more aligned
with the daily lives of the inhabitants through careful planning of movement flows
and usage logic. The project is located on a higher floor with an excellent window
orientation that allows the home to embrace ample natural light and enjoy distant
views of the urban landscape, providing a sense of visual spaciousness and clarity.
The designer deliberately limited the ambient light, but opted for a homogeneous
flow of light within the space to reflect the owner's unpretentious and easygoing
lifestyle.
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5. The advantages of being on higher floor elevation with ample natural light creates a bright and open atmosphere. 6. Details of the storage cabinet.
The rugged welding texture of the galvanized steel plate contrasts with the soft interior light. 7 The Sub-zero refrigerator and Wolf appliances align with
the essential design theme, the reflective properties of stainless steel mirror the bustling scenery outside, creating a myriad of luminous variations. 8.
Utilizing an open plan approach to interpret the cooking process, it establishes the critical role of the kitchen in the project.




The pursuit of an unrestricted life style is also reflected in the allocation of public
spaces, where the overall layout merely arranges functional objects in a fixed
manner, while large expanses of emptiness can be attuned as needed. For
instance, the living room ceiling is designed with a suspended structure to
facilitate activities such as TRX training. This space transcends the traditional
concept of a living room and serves as a platform for various possible scenarios.
The use of movable furniture also enhances flexibility, allowing for adaptation to
future lifestyle changes that embodies a pursuit of freedom.

The spatial axis is centered around a high-end professional kitchen, which
occupies nearly a quarter of the interior space. It is equipped with a Sub-zero
refrigerator featuring cutting-edge cooling technology and Wolf appliances
preferred by Michelin-starred chefs, resembling a laboratory for culinary
enthusiasts. Emphasizing the kitchen as a central space, it reveals the cooking
process in an open plan, showcasing a strong and direct personality.

Framed scenery

Another distinctive design feature in the public area is the storage system along
the wall. These cabinets are primarily used to store the owner's numerous fishing
gear and camping equipment. The design team intentionally consolidated these
into a single elevation, not only addressing the substantial storage needs but
also preventing excessive bulk volume from obstructing the flow of the space.
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9. All wall cabinets were designed with practicality in mind, as the design team placed great emphasis on detail presentation. 10. Commercial
professional grade stainless steel equipment with minimalist aesthetics creates a modern and sleek kitchen space. 11. The furniture primarily features
exquisite and classic brands from abroad. 12. View of the master bedroom.




The cabinet is finished with a galvanized steel plate and mesh structure, serving as a visual filtering medium. It blurs the orderly
arrangement of fishing gear inside to resemble a controlled chaoctic landscape. This intertwines a unique tension between
obscurity and order, making the elevation itself a symbolically significant installation within the spatial context.

The abundant metal finishes impart a cold and rational sensation. The design team therefore incorporated wooden elements,
including wood flooring and a wood dining table to naturalized the tone. The back wall of the storage cabinet is a natural beige
marble, which contrasts with the unrefined galvanized steel plate featuring a distinct industrial vocabulary through its welded
texture. The juxtaposition of the coarse and refined textures constructs a subtle resonance of conflict yet harmony.

Designer Lee believes that "Urban Retreat" is a dwelling led by behavioral patterns. The design team has not imposed
any specific design style, but rather respected the living logic of the inhabitants and allowed the space to evolve naturally.
Each arrangement is a response to the user experience, complemented by a precise employment of materials to create a
harmonious juxtaposition of strength and gentleness. This home not only accommodates daily life but also serves as a stage
where roles and states of mind can be freely transformed, accompanying the owners as they traverse between the urban and
the natural, showcasing the lifestyle they aspire to.

A DT Material Analysis T — SESEEEEL Communication Note

1. BEEMNNIG SR REEF AEMEEIEBEE - B EF - 1. REMIERERBFT » MEIEA—RAPLNEENIEREBROINHOVEEZCR - 2. 5851
2. RKIBOBE AR AR ~ NEE S 0915 £ 53 R P A0 5= 5 g9 @) EBRTINREMEIEZE - E|FEKRELEIEISNOVEEERE - 3. BHEIDEEREZIIEE - Al
iE - 3. SEEHREM FLEEE SO EE - [ERZFK NIGHIVEZIZIE - 4. (RBENDVEILEBE » IIKFERZHHERILEE -

1. The kitchen area extensively utilized a metallic vocabulary, 1. This project is not a permanent residence, but rather an interim lodging for the
presenting a rational and efficient appearance. 2. The family returning to the city after outdoor activities. 2. The design emphasizes not only
presence of marble walls, wood flooring, and wood dining functional considerations but serves rather as an interpretation of a lifestyle. 3. The
table effectively balances the rigidity of the metal elements. 3. kitchen plays a crucial role as the primary space where family bonds are fostered. 4.
Movable furniture provides greater versatility to the space. The interior retains a flexible blank space that can be arranged for functional needs.

49





