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X-Line Design / Chih-Chung Shen
Chih-Chung Shen, a renowned designer,
graduated in 1988 from Chelsea College
of Arts, University of the Arts London,
with a major in Interior and Spatial
Design. His exceptional talent has earned
him invitations to serve as a judge for
prestigious competitions, including the
Italian A'Design Award. He is also a
lecturer at universities in Taiwan.Over
his career, he has received more than
50 prestigious awards, including four
Gold TID Awards, the German IF Design
Award, the IDA Gold Award, the Red Dot
Award, GOOD Design, and the British
FX Award.

In an era of diverse design styles, Chih-
Chung Shen's unique approach to
aesthetics has established him as one of
the greatest designers.
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1. As a space to share with friends
and family, the overall design
emphasizes the owner's distinct and
unique personality. 2. Floor plan.
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3. The exclusive outdoor balcony connects the residence with nature. 4. The existing floor layout has been significantly reorganized; the open plan

public area makes interactions smoother.
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Located within the bustling streets of New Taipei City, this is a
residence designated not for daily life, yet it encompasses an
ultimate sensory experience. It is a tailored 'second home' for the
owner, who has long cultivated endeavors in the art and fashion
professions. It is intended for hosting friends, brief retreats, and
a shift in the rhythm of body and mind. From the early stage
of the design, its’ vision was to transcend conventional home
spaces. Given the owner's precise and sharp grasp of form and
atmosphere, there is was an expectation for each aspect, from
proportions, lines, and materials to light and shadow, to embody
a striking personal character. The design team engaged in an
extended dialogue and collaboration with the owner, allowing
the space to evolve into an immersive experience collectively
orchestrated by the observer, resident, and designer.
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5. The reflective ceiling elevates the perceived height of the space, and the reflectivity enhances the dramatic effect of the scene. 6. The movable
partition screens and curtains act like stage backdrops, which can be adjusted freely to change the composition and light. 7. The marble platform
paired with the fireplace, floating volumes, and fixtures allows the light to gently flow through. 8. The pendant light above the bar is made of titanium-
coated perforated metal, resembling a sculpture and serves as a link connecting the visual and theatrical atmosphere.
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Theatrical Interpretation

Responding to the owner's "non-dalily life" leitmotif, significant modifications were made to the original layout under the premise
of balancing Feng Shui and practicality. This was achieved by optimizing circulation flow, linking functional areas, and
rearranging spatial contexts. The modification of the connection of the public zone and transition to private spaces, allowed the
originally confined layout to transform into a coherent scene, making the interior unfold like layers on a stage.

The brilliant layout of the public area, has dark materials interwoven in a staggered fashion. The existing standard large
windows have been transformed into controllable theatrical backdrops. Designer Shen boldly incorporated movable partitions
and curtains that can freely adjusted the amount of light level, allowing both emotions and sightlines to change as needed. This
creates a strong tension with the play and float of light, satisfying the owner's pursuit of uniqueness.

The living room and kitchen are interconnected providing an interactive cooking experience. The bar counter design similarly
demonstrates a high level of dramatic effect, with a manmade stone countertop that ensures both practicality and aesthetics.

Vague boundaries

The ceiling is enveloped with soft curved lines around the existing beams and is adorned with semi-reflective surfaces, guiding
the flow of natural and artificial light that elevates the spatial scale, and provides a richer visual depth. The main wall surface
is coated with a special paint, combined with a variety of materials such as natural stone, wood, and tiles. The golden green
lacquered kitchen cabinetry infuses a distinct texture into the calm and profound primary colors to become an exquisite and
restrained presence within the space. The designer explained that different materials have been meticulously treated at the
joints and transitions, maintaining individuality while ensuring a harmonious balance.
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9. The golden green cabinetry and deep blue kitchenware present a subtle yet varied sheen under the light. 10. The floating volume links the public
and private domains, creating a light and flowing rhythm.

The public and private domains are not divided by physical walls, but rather shaped by floating entities to enhance visual
permeability. Deliberately creating blurred boundaries, generates a subtle interconnection within the space. The space flows
ambiguously like a stage curtain during the transition of functions, maintaining a sense of continuity. The two children's rooms
are finished with durable and easy-to-maintain materials, and a dedicated play area was created to cater to the active and lively
daily activities.

Guided by light

"Space does not pursue brightness, but rather cultivates an atmosphere.” This project specifically employs a magnetic track
lighting system, integrating multiple variable circuits and zoned light control to flexibly accommodate the required brightness
and ambiance. The light settings were carefully tested to ensure visual comfort from any perspective. The furniture was also
subjected to extensive discussions with the team ultimately selecting a white sofa from Saba paired with accent chairs of
contrasting colors. Along with the display of multiple pieces of artwork, the soft furnishings have become an integral part of the
visual rhythm.

<Arthouse Sanctuary> is not merely a dwelling, it is an extension of the owner's personality, an immersive performance that
engages in a dialogue about space, perception, and self, showcasing a silent yet profound prelude to life.
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11. A flexible shared space is incorporated between the two children's rooms. 12.13. The children's room is finished with easy-to-maintain materials
such as foam carpets and melamine panels. 14. The black suede leather headboard highlights the textural changes of the dark material. 15. View of
the master bathroom. 16. Guest bathroom.
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1. The special paint on the walls paired with the mirrored
ceiling enhances the theatricality character of the interior. 2.
Per the owner's preferences, various deep color vocabularies
were employed to co-create the ambiance of the public
areas. 3. Emphasis on the contextual effects by using
adjustable magnetic track lights and multi-segment circuits to
depict layers. 4. Furniture is not merely an arrangement, but
a narrator along side the spatial structure.
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mindset, with the overall design centered around his needs and personality. 2. The
owner with a keen sense of color and form, anticipated a break away from the norm
to allow the space to become a reflection of refined taste. 3. The entire work utilizes
a dark color scheme as background, with featured color variations, creating an image
that is rich in tone and complex in detail. 4. Due to the numerous design elements and
types of materials, the designer integrated rigorous logic and emotional sensitivity to
create a rich and harmonious appearance for the residence.






