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X-Line Design / Chih-Chung Shen
Chih-Chung Shen, a renowned designer,
graduated in 1988 from Chelsea College
of Arts, University of the Arts London,
with a major in Interior and Spatial
Design. His exceptional talent has earned
him invitations to serve as a judge for
prestigious competitions, including the
Italian A'Design Award. He is also a
lecturer at universities in Taiwan.Over
his career, he has received more than
50 prestigious awards, including four
Gold TID Awards, the German IF Design
Award, the IDA Gold Award, the Red Dot
Award, GOOD Design, and the British
FX Award.

In an era of diverse design styles, Chih-
Chung Shen's unique approach to
aesthetics has established him as one of

the greatest designers.
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1. Situated along the river, the site
takes advantage of daylight and the
scenery. 2. Floor plan.
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3. The layout of the entryway was redesigned as a transitional zone that links the city and the private space. 4. Emphasis was placed on spatial
continuity, with the twisted and turning volumes ensuring connection between the entryway and the main living areas. 5. Beyond fulfilling basic lighting
needs, atmospheric illumination was emphasized.
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6. Various materials establish a unified luxury; the linear cuts are varied yet never overdone. 7. Craftsmanship can be seen in every corner—from the
sculptural form of the table legs to classical furniture pieces. 8. The ceiling is covered with reflective materials, creating a soft, hazy glow when paired

with lighting. 9. The space is built on symmetrical volumes; though different materials are used on both sides.
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1. A variety of contrasting materials were combined to 1. The homeowners are proficient in fashion, art, and music; interpreting their personal
create a rich sensory experience. 2. The natural texture tastes became the designer's primary goal. 2. With their preference for calm, mature,
of the stone introduces depth and variation within the and boutique-like elements, the space was shaped by deep tones. 3. The floor plan was
dark-toned space. 3. The use of metalwork enhances the redesigned, using en-framed vistas to redefine the home. 4. Emphasis was placed on
exquisiteness of the interior. 4. All furniture, lighting, and fluidity, with lines and cuts resonating each other, offering variation while maintaining
kitchen appliances are imported brands. consistency.
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10.11. Horizontal lines are meticulously designed, accentuating the artwork and furniture placed against the wall. 12. The corridor is designed as a
framed vista, creating a rhythm of movement; a curved feature at the end draws a focal point. 13.14. The study also functions as a bedroom, with a
desk resembling a sculpture.




You know a person’s life by knowing a person’s home. Every design
is an opportunity to redefine what a home is, and a translation of the
dweller’'s own life. For this reason, Chih-Chung Shen believes that
design should not be fixed in certain forms; rather it must respond to
the client’s real needs and future expectations.

“The Luxe Retreat” is located along the Keelung River, overseeing
views of the river. The homeowners are a couple who deeply
appreciate the atmosphere of urban living and the exceptional
site. Guided by volumetric division and managed proportions, the
designer wove craftsmanship and aesthetics into the design, bringing
both structural rationality and emotional depth into everyday life. In
this way, the project responds to the owners’ pursuit of exquisiteness,
while unfolding the space in fluctuated rhythm.

The original three-bedroom layout was reorganized into two, applying
a subtractive design strategy to create space. The entryway became
a transitional zone that soothes the mind—Ileading the residents
from the clamor of the city into a realm of quietude. Moving from the
entryway into the public areas, and then through the corridor to the
bedrooms, spatial volumes shift and turn, forming a consecutive yet
independent framed vista.

The homeowners have long been dedicated in art, music, and
fashion. Their fondness for dark hues, as well as obsession of lighting
fixtures, textures, and art objects, profoundly affected the character
of this home. Every corner becomes a reflection of their personality.
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The Order of the Structure

The interior architecture is based on symmetrical volumes, establishing a sense of order and stability. Complemented by fluid
circulation design, the spaces connect naturally with each other. Within the dark tone, the combination of different materials
plays a crucial role: marble, metalwork, titanium coating, special paint, and wood veneer weave together to create an
atmosphere that is both profound and warm.

The fagade was precisely designed with linear cuts to maintain an overall harmony amid variations. Gaps and light strips
reduce the visual heaviness on large continuous surfaces, while a suspended structure introduces a sense of lightness. As light
glides across the painted surfaces, the reflection of light and shadows become ingenious expressions, posing variety.

Beautiful metal trim and the sculptural chamfer of each volume implies an attention to detail. Craftmanship can be seen
everywhere within the space.

En-framed views

Because the homeowners had specific feng shui concerns, the opening of the corridor was enlarged to enhance the flow
of energy. However, the structural columns posted a challenge. The designer addressed this by using framing structures to
reshape the corridor, creating a rhythm of “first threshold, second threshold.” As one moves through, it feels like one is passing
through a series of picture frames—clarifying the space and sharpening the depth.
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15. The attention to detail extends into the master bedroom, where fabric-wrapped panels and leather create an elegant sleeping environment. 16.
Passage from the master bedroom to the walk-in closet. 17. Chamfers at the washbasin area highlight the strength of the bathroom’s design. 18.

Guest bathroom.

At the corridor’s end, a curved wall adds a finishing touch, imparting a sense of calm enclosure. The display platform, with
a floating design and paired with vertical lighting, becomes a visual focal point—making the sightline more defined while

introducing subtle visual effects.

The bedroom continues the exquisiteness of the public areas. lllumination and
furnishings were selected by the residents themselves, allowing daily life to
take the shape of their own ideals. Though the linear cuts are distinctive, the
proportions remain meticulously controlled, enabling the space to radiate a
unified and restrained beauty.

Exquisite silhouette

Overall, the residence benefits from natural light, while the lighting strategy
focuses on cultivating atmosphere. From wall-washing luminaires to light trough,
illumination accentuates the textures. Volumes, details, and light converse with
one another, revealing poetic delight.

Furnishings are equally refined: the multi-directional sofa breaks free from
conventional forms, allowing for more flexible living. Other pieces were selected
according to the homeowners’ preferences, giving the space a distinctive
character.

The project avoided over decoration, instead integrating precise design with
emotions of art. Through proportion and materiality, dark tones enclose light. With
the river view, “The Luxe Retreat” becomes a vessel that holds the residents’
elegant everyday life.

45



