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X-Line Design / Chih-Chung Shen
Chih-Chung Shen, a renowned designer,
graduated in 1988 from Chelsea College
of Arts, University of the Arts London,
with a major in Interior and Spatial
Design. His exceptional talent has earned
him invitations to serve as a judge for
prestigious competitions, including the
Italian A' Design Award. He is also a
lecturer at universities in Taiwan.Over
his career, he has received more than
50 prestigious awards, including four
Gold TID Awards, the German IF Design
Award, the IDA Gold Award, the Red Dot
Award, GOOD Design, and the British
FX Award.

In an era of diverse design styles, Chih-
Chung Shen's unique approach to
aesthetics has established him as one of

the greatest designers.
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1. Portions of the ceiling feature
stainless steel and titanium-toned
metal finishes, reflecting light and
adding subtle variation. 2. Floor
plan.
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3. The site combines two units, and the plan was developed after an objective reading of views, daylight, and other conditions. 4. The lighting plan
follows a clear hierarchy of primary and secondary sources, complemented by ambient layers to sketch a gentle atmosphere.
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5. Sheer curtains are used throughout to create a soft, translucent interior view. 6. The multi-directional sofa freely defines spatial scenarios,
accommodating different living modes. 7. The public realm is planned to evoke the unbound feeling of standing on a summit, using openness to

structure the home. 8. The island acts as a pivotal node, integrating cooking and interaction. 9. Dark wood veneer brings warmth and composure,
stabilizing the overall tone.
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10. The guest bathroom is compact, so floor and ceiling axes are aligned and finished with curved edges to preserve completeness. 11. Semi-
transparent cabinetry links the public realm and study, allowing fluidity to extend naturally. 12. A specialty troweled finish shapes distinctive textures in
the study, aligning with the owners' plan to hang landscape painting. 13. The corridor to the private realm uses stone and a slanted ceiling to suggest
mountain forms, weaving the owners' interests into daily life. 14. The husband's recreation room.
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In the high-density reality of modern cities, “spaciousness” often becomes a rare longing. Reflected Realm, designed by
X-Line Design, is an attempt to recalibrate movement, sightlines, and psychological comfort within finite conditions. Located
in Neihu District, Taipei City, the residence was created by combining two adjoining units. From the stage of pre-handover
customization, the team intervened early, reconstructing the plan’s internal logic to release visual constraints and transform the
home into a living vessel that responds to the owners’ interests and state of mind.

The homeowners are a married couple. Through in-depth conversations, the designer distilled their imagination of “*home”
and translated it into a bespoke mode of dwelling. Because the original condition involved merging two units, the early phase
required careful reading of entry locations, plumbing and services, and structural limitations. Circulation and partitions were
organized in response to daylight and views from the floor-to-ceiling windows, while the design further explored how openness
could be expressed along both horizontal and vertical axes, maximizing perceived scale and depth. The public realm is
articulated with clarity yet without enclosure, allowing each area to retain its identity while sustaining continuity and interaction.
This framework forms a strong foundation for an expanded sense of space.

Translating the Mountaintop View

Both owners love hiking, moving between the rhythms of the city and the natural world. They hoped their home could reflect
their values, support an art collection, and carry the memory of that boundless panorama felt at a summit. Shen himself is also
an avid hiker, deeply attuned to the moment of release after ascent. The design therefore takes “the freedom of standing on a
mountaintop” as its starting point, using openness to broaden sightlines and extend perception.

The entry breaks from conventional thinking by positioning a long-cherished Fritz Hansen Egg Chair as the focal prelude to
arriving home. The public area unfolds around an open-plan living and dining space, linking a semi-transparent reading room
and the kitchen island to sustain daily interaction. Each zone is defined through material shifts, ceiling articulation, and spatial
arrangement, establishing order while preserving flexibility. The owners also required storage and display for hiking and
climbing gear. Along the corridor leading to the private realm, low-saturation stone and indirect lighting enrich the transition; a
ceiling profile with a subtle ridgeline suggestion echoes a mountain silhouette. A pegboard wall in the recreation room further
integrates personal passions into the narrative of the home.
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1. Specialty paint and wood veneer establish a clean
backdrop, while selected metal and stainless steel
elements introduce a cool, contemporary clarity. 2.
Sheer curtains throughout soften daylight and render a
light, floating luminosity. 3. Classic furniture and a multi-
directional sofa define the public realm with flexibility and
comfort.
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1. The couple longs for open wilderness and the freedom of a mountaintop view,
while also requiring art display and organized storage for outdoor equipment so that
personal interests are fully integrated. 2. With two units merged into one, careful
attention is given to services, partition constraints, and strategies that expand
perceived depth along both horizontal and vertical axes. 3. A simple, lightweight
language is reinforced through linear forms, layered materials, and tiered lighting to
build the spatial narrative.




Dialogue of Materials and Tones

“Lightness” anchors the overall atmosphere. The elevation language is intentionally restrained, avoiding excessive ornament. To
maintain depth within a minimal baseline, Shen introduces visual tension through geometric cuts and material variation, creating
fine shifts in chroma as angles and light change. The living room wall combines stainless steel, wood veneer, and thin brick tiles
into a display composition, while a floating plinth beneath gently mirrors the home’s calm spaciousness. The ceiling integrates
titanium-toned metal finishes, stainless steel, and linear forms, bringing a sharp, contemporary edge that remains understated
yet decisive. The design vocabulary ultimately returns to structure and proportion, using “collection” as an organizing axis so
that warmth emerges naturally.

Specialty paint techniques build nuanced tonal layers that respond to soft furnishings and art. In the study, a troweled finish
suggests landscape-like textures, forming a contextual dialogue with the Chinese landscape painting the owners plan to hang.
In the primary bedroom, where a higher-saturation orange-red bed set is introduced, the headboard wall’s color temperature
and texture are adjusted to achieve balance, allowing the palette to shift with ease and coherence.

A Home That Lets Life Unfold

Furniture placement also carries the home’s character. A multi-directional sofa breaks a single viewing orientation, encouraging
richer interactions between zones. A substantial dining table steadies the composition, while classic dining chairs serve as
the finishing touch. Lighting follows a clear hierarchy of key and secondary sources, with indirect and ambient layers added to
deepen spatial perception and shape emotion.

Reflected Realm reinterprets a mountaineer’s pursuit of openness, extension, and freedom into a language suitable for
domestic life. Through precise, delicate orchestration, it offers a place where one can breathe deeply. Even without the
mountains outside, the home allows that horizon-like sense of expansion to gradually appear, right where daily life happens.
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15. With a higher-saturation bed selection, the designer adjusted the headboard wall's specialty paint color temperature and texture for cohesion.
16.17. A folding door between the primary bedroom and walk-in closet balances privacy and flexibility. 18.19. The primary bathroom is shaped to feel
secluded and tranquil.
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