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3. The garage floor is paved
with European beige stone
pieces, introducing a relaxed
atmosphere. An air curtain
is installed at the entrance to
prevent insects from entering.
4.5. Although the long layout
remains visually open, the
entrance is designed as a
distinct corner that creates a
sense of arrival while meeting
storage needs. 6. Window
openings were redesigned
with transparent landscape
glass to emphasize the park
view. A textured cement
panel defines the boundary
between the play area and
the living room.
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7. The multi directional sofa allows flexible arrangements, while the light khaki wall coating introduces a calm and refreshing tone. 8. An irregular
corner becomes a secret base for the children. A horizontal bar above allows swings to be hung, adding playful elements.
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As urban housing grows increasingly dense, a home
adjacent to nature carries a rare sense of calm. Green
Light Living is located on the first floor of an older
apartment building. Just outside the windows stretches
the greenery of a public park. This was once the
homeowner’s childhood home. Today, a couple and their
four children face the changing rhythms of family life,
and the space must accommodate a new stage of living.
Designer Hong-Wun Chen therefore reexamined the
home through light, circulation, and interaction, creating
a living environment capable of evolving with time.

Bringing Light Back to the Center

The greatest problem within the original layout concerned
natural light. Because of partition walls, the living room
had long remained dim. For a family with four children,
the space that truly required openness and brightness
was the public area where everyday life gathers. With this
understanding, the design team aimed to break the rigid
framework and welcome daylight back into the home.
The kitchen, previously located at the rear, was relocated
toward the front. A hexagonal window receiving daylight
from the garage provides a stable light source, allowing
the spatial focus of the home to shift forward and connect
with the living room, dining area, and reading zone.
Existing structural columns were carefully retained and
integrated into the design. Rather than obstacles, these
columns become nodes that define different areas while
forming layered visual scenes. For the four children,
the staggered columns resemble a small maze, adding
playful spatial experiences during moments of running
and exploration.
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1. Light khaki coatings and smoked oak flooring establish the overall palette,
forming a lively yet calm background that allows greenery and light to
become everyday scenery. 2. The homeowners prefer relaxed natural colors,
expressed through tonal variations such as beige stone in the garage and
green tiles in the primary bathroom. 3. Furniture supports family interaction.
The multi directional sofa allows flexible arrangements, while the long table
serves both dining and study functions with contrasting visual weight. 4.
Lighting design combines concealed linear lighting with accent spotlights to
provide sufficient illumination while maintaining spatial atmosphere.
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1. The project must support everyday family interaction. Public
areas are designed to be spacious and bright, while flexible furniture
arrangements allow the space to adapt to different stages of family
growth. 2. Adjusting the floor plan brings daylight back to the center
of the home while integrating the existing structure to create playful
circulation paths. 3. Bedroom placement responds to each family
member's needs, while the basement becomes the homeowner's
audiovisual space. 4. The garage and semi outdoor courtyard
function as a transition between interior and exterior, allowing light
and greenery to extend naturally.
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9. The long table functions as both dining table and desk. The solid oak top contrasts with the transparent legs, balancing visual weight and lightness.
10. A full display wall behind the table allows reading moments to coexist with the greenery outside. 11. The dark smoked oak flooring anchors the
composition while its weathered texture adds warmth. 12. Sliding doors along the right side connect spaces while maintaining the balance between
openness and privacy. Light flows naturally along this axis. 13. The kitchen is relocated to the front of the plan. A hexagonal window introduces
daylight from the garage, while white lacquer cabinetry and a solid wood island create a shared cooking environment.

The advantage of being next to the park is fully revealed through the renovation. Previously cluttered planting outside the
windows was reorganized, allowing tree foliage to balance shade and filtered light. After removing part of the wooden wall
structure near the windows, greenery extends directly into the interior. This corner becomes a place where children read and
play. Meanwhile, the living room is no longer centered on a television wall. A projection screen replaces the traditional setup,
reinforcing the relaxed atmosphere. Furniture selection echoes this lightness. A multi directional sofa maintains spatial flexibility,
while the long table that serves as both dining table and
desk is selected from the ltalian brand LAGO. The oak
tabletop and transparent legs create a contrast between
visual weight and lightness, allowing the large furniture
piece to remain visually open.

Balance Between Stillness and Movement

Raising children inevitably brings lively and varied scenes
of daily life. For this reason, interior colors are deliberately
restrained to highlight durability and inclusiveness.
Walls are finished in a warm light khaki coating, while
the smoked oak wood flooring carries subtle weathered
textures that echo the tree trunks outside. Window
configurations were redesigned to reduce divisions. Most
are now fixed landscape windows, allowing daylight and
moving tree shadows to accompany everyday life.
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Bathrooms, which are used frequently, are also treated as important spaces. A separated layout allows multiple family members
to use the area simultaneously. The washbasin counter is made with DuPont engineered stone to address waterproof and anti
mold needs. Benjamin Moore waterproof coating allows the bathroom to connect smoothly with public spaces. Ventilation and
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dehumidifying equipment, along with heated
towel bars, help maintain a dry environment.
The kitchen, shared bathroom, and children’s
bedrooms align along one axis. Sliding doors
allow daylight from the right side to diffuse
into these spaces. The children’s bedrooms
primarily use bunk beds placed along the walls,
creating larger areas for activity while retaining
flexibility for future changes.

The homeowner also hopes to enjoy occasional
quiet moments alone. The primary bedroom
is therefore located at the deepest part of the
residence. The door is an acoustic door similar
to those used in recording studios. Another
sliding door separates the sleeping area from
the dressing space, reducing external noise
and allowing a moment of calm within the busy
rhythm of family life.
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14.15. The bathroom adopts a separated layout suitable for multiple users. The washbasin is made of engineered stone for durability and easy
maintenance. 16. Ventilation equipment, dehumidifiers, and heated towel bars maintain dryness in the bathroom. 17. The girl’s room uses soft milk tea
tones while arranging the bed inward to allow flexible spatial use. 18. The railing design is inspired by musical note shapes favored by the girl. 19. The
boy’s room reflects the child’s interest in drawing while using columns to create recessed storage.
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20. The primary bedroom is modest in size but remains the only room with direct natural light, therefore both windows are retained. 21. The smoked
oak flooring is arranged in a herringbone pattern, while the dressing area adopts an open design without doors. 22. Green tiles with a kiln fired texture
form the floor of the primary bathroom, while the walls remain simple and clean. 23. Circulation leading to the basement level. 24. The basement
allows the homeowner to enjoy music in an immersive environment.
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A Playground of Light

The project also includes a garage that functions
as a semi outdoor extension of the home. The
design team treats this area as a transition
between interior and exterior. The floor is paved
with hand cut European beige stone pieces. When
sunlight filters through the skylight, the textured
stone surfaces interact with light and shadow,
creating a small courtyard with a subtle vintage
atmosphere.

Considering the large number of insects in the
surrounding environment, an air curtain device
is installed at the entrance. When the main door
opens, airflow activates automatically, preventing
insects from entering the interior.

Through design intervention, the entire home
transforms into a place where light and greenery
coexist, almost like a playground of light. The
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family moves freely among the columns, children watch the park’s trees from the windows, and shared moments unfold
between the kitchen and dining table. The old apartment that once held childhood memories now reveals renewed vitality,

opening a new chapter filled with warmth and abundance.
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